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Anecient Indid Mdp Instructions

Use the following steps and provided resource maps to help create
your map of Ancient India!

1. Title your map: Ancient India

2. Color all water space in blue. Label each of the following bodies
of water in black or in pencil.
Bay of Bengal Indian Ocean Arabian Sea

3. The two sections with the dotted lines represent the territories of
Ancient India.
> For the smaller dotted line area, color this space yellow.
In your key, label this color as the Indus Civilization
> For the larger dotted line area, color this space orange.
In your key, label this color as the Maurya Empire

4. Trace the following rivers in blue. Label each one in black along

the river line — all 3 river lines are already drawn for you.
Indus River Brahmaputra River Ganges River

4. Label the major cities of Harappa and Mohenjo-daro. Draw a
black dot in the correct location and label the city’s name by it.

5. Label the following physical features on your map:
*Thar Desert — color this area light brown, label it in black (it stays
between the Indus and Ganges Rivers, it is not a very big desert)

*Hindu Kush Mountains — draw in a mountain range ~~” in the
correct location with brown, label the mountain range in black

*Himalaya Mountains - draw in a mountain range ~* in the correct
location with brown, label the mountain range in black

6. Add a compass rose next to the key.

7. Color code and complete the key to show what the different colors
and symbols on your map represent. Review each step to see what you
need to add!

*NEATNESS COUNTS!**
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Sectlon 1

Indus Valley
Civilization

rKey e The Indian subcontment s e The Indus Valley civilization e We do not understand 1
!d- first civilization grew along had large, well-planned Indus Valley civilization's
eas the Indus River. _ cities, a strong government, writing, so its politics,

and an extensive trade religion, and history rem
network. a mystery.

Key Terms ¢ subcontinent e river system ¢ monsoon egranary  © citadel

s Dol | .
Reading Skill Identify Main Ideas and Details Take
‘ . _ ' -notes using the graphic organizer in your journal.

he first civilizations arose near rivers. One such civilization
in India. Its people farmed along the Indus River. Farmers g
plenty of food, and populations grew. In time, some of the people
settled in towns and cities and formed governments.

The Indus \_Ialley ;
ciylization develgped. .. - The Indian Subcontinent
near the banks of the '
Indus River. ¥ Geographers divide the continent of Asia into regions. One of thos
; -. regions is South Asia. It looks like a huge triangle jutting out in ¢
the Indian Ocean. Today, it includes the countries of India, Paki
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Nepal, and Bhutan. India is by fz
the biggest country in the region. v
For much of its history, all of South Asia was known snnply as_
India. Tt is still called the Indian subcontinent. A subcontinent is a
large landmass that is set apart from the rest of the continent. Thy
_ Indian subcontinent stretches almost 2,000 miles from north to -
south. In some places, it is nearly as wide from east to west. The
subcontinent ‘1_s.separated from the rest of Asia by the towering
Himalayas and Hindu Kush, two mountain ranges to the north.




across the northwestern part of the
subcontinent. The Indus forms part of a
iver system, or a main river and all of the
other rivers and streams that drain into it.
These rivers start as melting snow and ice
in the mountains and flow to the sea.
India’s first civilization grew around

the valley of the Indus River. This civiliza-
tion developed in an area that is dry most
of the year. When the river flooded, it left
behind rich soil. River water let farmers
rvest plentiful crops. These crops fed
the cities of the civilization.

| Tothe east of the Indus, the Ganges

. River flows more than 1,500 miles across
e northern part of the subcontinent. Its
ods created a huge, fertile plain good

r farming. The rich Ganges Plain ’
ecame the center of another ancient

Arabian
7 Sea

=} Indus \/alley civilization
2600 8.c~19008.C.
o City

s \
} INDIAN |
| OCEAN

0 400 mi

S

S

. 0. 400 km
mbert Conformal Conic Projection

Climate Much of the Indian
subcontinent has a tropical climate. For
much of the year, the land bakes under a
high, hot sun. Seasonal winds, known as
monsoons, help shape life in this region.
In the winter, dry monsoon winds blow
from the land to the sea. Little rain falls.
In the summer, this pattern reverses. Wet
winds from the ocean blow onto the land.
They bring rain, which provides water for
crops. They also bring a welcome break
from the intense heat.
For much of India, agriculture
depends on the summer monsoon. If
the rains come on time, all is well. If the
rains come late or not at all, crops die and
people may starve.

Reading Check During which season
does most rain fall in the Indian
subcontinent?

An Indus Valley man P

AR 7 «uw,

Map Skills

Location What mountain range lay .
north and west of the Indus Valley
civilization?

Place Why might Mohenjo-Daro have
been built where it was?

) Places to Know!

Label the following places on the outfine
map in your Student Joumnal: Indus River,
Ganges Rive, Himalayas, Harappa.




(myWorlgActﬁvify :
I\Expicring Harappa }

achievement, n.,
a success gained by
making an effort

An Advanced Civilization
Farmers began growing crops in hills
near the Indus river system around
7000 B.c. With a steady food supply,
the population grew. After 3000 B.c.,
cities began to develop on the broad
plains of the Indus Valley. By about
2500 B.C., these cities were the centers of
the advanced Indus Valley civilization.
However, by around 1700 B.C., the
civilization had largely disappeared.
Archaeologists have discovered most
of what we know about the Indus Valley
civilization. In the 1920s, they discovered
the ruins of two great cities: Harappa and
Mohenjo-Daro. Since then, archaeologists
have found more than 1,000 other towns
and villages from this civilization.

Technology Indus Valley cities were well
planned and organized. The people of
the Indus Valley built thick walls around
their cities. They also built huge raised
mounds of earth and brick in their cities.
During times of flooding, these mounds
remained above water.

Many houses in these cities had a bath-
room and toilet. Wastewater from houses
flowed into brick-lined sewage chan-
nels. These were the world’s first citywide
sewer systems. A trash chute in many
houses led to a bin in the street.

Many of the achievements of the
Indus Valley people showed an advanced
knowledge of mathematics. Their cities

were built with wide, straight streetsina

grid pattern. The Indus Valley civilization
had an advanced system of weights and
measurements using multiples of ten, like
the modern metric system.

Farming the Indus Valley The dry Indy,
Valley could not always depend on the
monsoon rains. Therefore, Indus Valley
farmers built irrigation channels and
ditches. These brought river water to t
wheat and barley fields. Some scholars:
think that these farmers stored their
surplus crops in a granary, or special |
building used to hold grain. They may -
have been the first farmers to grow co
for making cloth.

Indus Valley farmers also raised
cattle, sheep, goats, and chickens for
food. They used oxen, or cattle, to pull:
carts. Animals seem to have been im- °
portant to the Indus Valley people. Th
carved wooden animals and painted
pictures of animals on pottery.

Trade The Indus Valley environment w
rich in resources for trade. Indus Valley
jewelers made beautiful jewelry from
precious stones. Traders sold this jewelr
as far away as Mesopotamia. Traders sold]
cotton cloth woven in the Indus Valley.
They also sold teak, a valuable wood fro
a tree that grows in India. Indus Valley
cities prospered from ftrade. |

Indus Valley traders used stone seals
with writing to identify their goods. Th
stamped their seals on soft clay squares
attached to their goods. Accurate weights &
and measures helped promote trade. .

Sumerian writers mentioned trade f
with people who probably came from the &8
Indus Valley. Trade spread ideas between
these two civilizations. .
Reading Check What two main economic
activities supported the Indus. Valley
civilization?




vilization invented some of the most o L i
#its time. Indus Valley cities like, S dAe world's
re shown below, had many .

oldest dice come from the
indus Valley people, who
probably invented the game.

‘he Indus Valley ¢l
dvanced technology. o
:-.»‘;ahenjo-Dﬁarro, whose ruins a
‘oatures that promoted health.

1 uonass Zhisdeud

similar

Frnii. CRITICALLY HoW’Wérg_lﬁ_dus Valley cities
0 and different from modern cities? .

A The walls in the foreground are part
of the ruins of Mohenjo-Daro. The
mound in the distance is a later ruin.

These clay seals show examples of Indus Valley
writing .and art. They were used to stamp trade ; '. / /. T

. goods. The writing on each seal may be the PF8% A This photo shows a well-built
name of the person.who owned the goods. g B¢ sewer, oneofthe world's first



